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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) personal and socio-economic characteristic of
collaborative farm members, (2) knowledge of Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), (3) practice on quality
Gros Michel banana production for export, (4) problems and needs in an extension of quality Gros Michel
banana production for export, and (5) an extension guideline of quality Gros Michel banana production for
export to collaborative farm members. The research population were 89 collaborative farm members in
Bueng Kan Province who produced Gros Michel banana. The data were collected from all population by
using structured interview and analyzed to determine by frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking, SWOT analysis was also applied. The research
findings showed that (1) collaborative farm members were average 56.36 years old and most of them
finished primary education. They owned average of 14.78 rai of total farmland and 3.59 rai of Gros Michel
banana plantation. They had average of 3.62 family labors for earning averages of annual household,
selling Gros Michel banana, and non-farm incomes were 415,392.13, 326,673.60 bath, and 56,175.06 baht
respectively. (2) Most of collaborative farm members had good knowledge of GAP for Gros Michel banana
in the following aspects: hazardous agricultural substance, harvest and post-harvest, product collection
and transportation, and human hygiene and knowledge of farmers, however they had incorrected answers
of water source, planting area, and recording. (3) The practice of collaborative farm members for
producing quality Gros Michel banana for export, they always performed in less than 60 percent GAP
knowledge, on the use of water from any source for growing Gros Michel banana, data recording does not
need to be separated by season, and water flowing through animal pens can be used for Gros Michel
banana. (4) They had problems at a little and least levels, except for significant problems related to
diseases and pests. While their needs at high and highest levels in all aspects. (5) An extension guideline
of quality Gros Michel banana production should be quality variety, GAP practice, bio-substance and
integrated pest control utilization, capital and production input, product development and branding, and

online marketing.

Keywords: Quality Gros Michel banana production, Export, Collaborative farm, Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)
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